D. Cicchetti and S. S. Luthar 656 dictive life styles is especially compelling for der to allow for a sufficiently complex portrayal of these diverse pathways cannot be informing intervention and prevention efforts. In order to fully comprehend substance use emphasized enough (see Cicchetti & Aber, 1998) . and abuse, it is necessary to consider multiple pathways to abstinence, as well as to adaptive
In this Special Issue, we invited contributors to draw from their work in the area of and maladaptive substance use. As such, developmental variations in cognitive, represen-developmental psychopathology in order to move toward an understanding of the pro-tational, interpersonal, and social-cognitive capacities, in conjunction with genetic factors cesses and mechanisms that contribute to substance use and abuse, as well as to try to artic-and biological domains of functioning, must be addressed (Cicchetti & Rogosch, 1999 ; ulate factors that may protect seemingly high risk individuals from engaging in the abuse Glantz, 1992; Sroufe, 1997) .
A developmental psychopathology analy-of substances (Luthar, Cicchetti, & Becker, in press) . We also requested contributors to con-sis also must seek to elucidate how prior sequences of adaptation or maladaptation con-sider the implications of their work for prevention, intervention, and social policy. We tribute to current functioning (Kandel, 1978) . For example, factors that contributed to the believe that the papers contained in this Special Issue represent an important step toward initiation of substance use and abuse are not necessarily the same as those factors that realizing the goals articulated in the IOM (1996) report. Moreover, we maintain that, by maintain a persistent pattern of abuse. Individual differences analyses also are likely to incorporating the principles embodied by developmental psychopathology into investiga-be necessary in order to understand varied trajectories of functioning from use to abuse and tions of substance use and abuse, progress in more fully understanding and addressing the from persistent to limited abuse across individuals with seemingly similar experiences. potentially destructive misuse of substances can be made and sustained (cf. Cicchetti, in The importance of integrating biological, psychological, and contextual perspectives in or-press; Cicchetti & Rogosch, 1999) .
